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The purpose of this briefing is to provide information 
pertaining to DART’s use of it rail corridor assets as follows:

• DART corridors utilized for light rail
• DART corridors utilized for commuter rail
• DART corridors utilized for freight service
• DART corridors utilized for trails
• Future opportunities

Purpose
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DART-Owned Rail 
Corridors
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DATE Grantor Approximate Length of Corridor

April 1988 Southern Pacific Transportation Co 34 Miles

September 1990 Union Pacific / Missouri Pacific RR 32 Miles

December 1990 St. Louis Southwestern Railway 52 Miles 

September 1995 Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway 17 miles + East Dallas Yard

December 1999 * Cities of Dallas & Ft Worth 33 Miles

June 2001 Union Pacific Railroad 70 Miles

March 2010 City of Denton 8 Miles 

November 2015 City of Dallas 6 Miles

* TRE Corridor was purchased by City of Dallas & City of Fort Worth from Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Trustee 
in January 1984.  The Cities then transferred to DART & Trinity Metro in December 1999.

** Various small corridor acquisitions not included in list

History of Corridor Purchase
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DART-Owned Rail Corridors
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DART Corridors Utilizing 
Light Rail
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DART Corridors Utilizing Light Rail  
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DART Corridors Utilizing 
Commuter Rail
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DART Corridors Utilizing Active Commuter Rail
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Trinity Railway Express 

DART & Trinity Metro Co-Owned Corridor 
• TRE Operated by Herzog Transit Services, Inc.
• TEXRail Operated by Herzog Transit Services, Inc. (1.5 Miles 

on TRE)
• AMTRAK operates two trains per day across TRE Corridor
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Denton County Transportation Authority – A Train

• DCTA provides A-Train 
commuter rail service on 
the DART-owned Corridor

• A-Train Operated by Rio 
Grande Pacific Corp.



12

Trinity Metro – TEXRail
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DART – Silver Line 
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DART Corridors Utilizing Active Passenger Rail
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DART Owned Active 
Freight Corridors
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Active Freight Corridors
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Active Freight Corridors

• Brookhollow “B” (BB)
• Cotton Belt (CB)
• Carrollton Line (CARL)
• CocaCola Spur (COLA)
• Denton Line (DENT)
• East Dallas Lead (EDAL)
• Fair Park Lead (FAIR)

• Garland Line (GARL)
• Madill Line (MAD)
• Highland Industrial (HI)
• Sherman Line (SHER)
• Trinity Railway Express (TRE)
• Tenison Connector (TENI)
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Brookhollow “B” 
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Cotton Belt – West
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Cotton Belt – East
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Coca-Cola Spur & Carrollton Line – South End
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Denton Line 
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Garland Line 
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Madill Line & Highland Industrial Lead 
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Sherman Line
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Trinity Railway Express - Freight
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Fair Park Lead & Tenison Connector
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DART Corridors Utilizing Light Rail, Commuter & Freight
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Trail Use of Railroad 
Corridors



30

Trail Use of Corridors – Santa Fe Trail
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Trail Use of Corridors – Katy Trail
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Trail Use of Corridors – White Rock/SoPac Trail
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Trail Use of Corridors

White Rock/SoPac Trail
Santa Fe Trail
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Future Opportunities
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McKinney
Prosper

Lewisville

FriscoDenton
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NCTCOG 2045 Regional Plan
Transit Corridors



37

Potential Future High-Capacity Corridors

Leverages existing DART owned rail corridors
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Rail Corridors in High Growth Areas

McKinney

Plano

Prosper

BNSF Corridor 

DART Corridor 

Lewisville

DART Corridor 

CPKC Corridor 

Frisco

DART Corridor 
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Sherman Line – Section of No Active Rail Service
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Possible Future Utilization of DART RR Assets 

Tennison 
Connector

Elam Line
Buckner to Kleberg

Sherman Line
Plano to McKinney

Fair Park Lead

Garland Line
DT Rowlett to 

Bayside

Cotton Belt 
Plano to Wylie
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